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   Summer is coming! At least that’s what I’ve been told. Sometimes it’s hard to believe it when the week that
I’m writing this we got an inch of snow. But by the time you’re reading this it’ll be sunny and warm right?
Summer is a time for a change of pace from the usual racing around, though some of us simply change what
sort of race we are running and don’t slow the pace.
   This summer our Gateways Group of 6 United Methodist churches is planning to hold mid-week worship
services at each of our worship sites. It’s an opportunity for all of us to worship with other United Methodists in
the area. I’ll be preaching at the first mid-week gathering on June 11 at Discovery United Methodist in
Chanhassen. Other churches participating in this adventure are the United Methodist congregations of Hopkins,
Minnetonka, Eden Prairie and Excelsior. The pastors of these 6 churches have been meeting every week for
Bible Study for the last several years. We hope that we can continue to make connections between churches and
have more cooperative ministries in the future. The youth pastors are already planning something for the youth,
something that all six churches can contribute to this summer.
   DIVINE INTERVENTIONS  As I was writing this, the bell choirs were getting ready for their annual Spring
Ring. Everywhere I turned, people were getting ready, people were supporting the ministry of the bell choirs by
helping behind the scenes—Steve Swenson in the kitchen laying out food, Serena Steffenhagen getting the
lights set just right and finding additional extension cords for music stand lights, Marjie getting something for
Sandy that she needed, others in the gathering space sewing on last minute patches for the fronts of the new bell
choir shirts. I said a little prayer in my head, “Thank you, God, for the incredible ministry that the bell choirs do
and thanks especially for all those who are behind the scenes, some of whom we never see, who help to make it
all possible.”
   Together in shared ministry,
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WORSHIP SERVICES IN MAY

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR MAY:
May 4: Acts 1:6-14, Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35, 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11, John 17:1-11.
May 11: Acts 2:1-21 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b, 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13, John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39.
May 18: Genesis: 1:1-2; 4a; Psalm 8, 2 Corinthians 13:11-13, Matthew 28:16-20.
May 25: Isaiah 49:8-16a, Psalm 131 or Psalm 62:5-12, 1 Corinthians 4:1-5, Matthew 6:24-34.

THANK YOU
The education committee would like to thank David Aastuen, Carrie Anderson, Linda
Cremons, Roxanne Lundin, Mary Hinz, Deanna Christiansen, and Linda Sams for leading
workshops and acting as Gospel Guides in Church House Rock Sunday school throughout April.
We would also like to thank Marjie Brodersen for leading the Bible Study during Adult
Education and Linda Cremons, Sid Wood, Duane Googins, and John Sams for being
Confirmation Guides.

THANK YOU  to everyone for the reception you held for me on April 6 after the worship
service. Everything was lovely (especially your singing!) and it was wonderful to be able to
greet so many of you. This is a warm and caring congregation and I am happy to be a part of
it. I will miss working with the staff at Aldersgate and connecting so often with all of you.
Thank you for all the words of appreciation in the journal, the many cards I received, the
beautiful plant and the gift card. There are not many jobs in this world where the people you
serve are so appreciative of the service given. I have been truly blessed. Thank you all again. Carol Johanneck

BLOOD DONORS GIVE FROM THE HEART!
The Aldersgate Blood Drive will be on Wednesday, May 28 from 3:30 – 7:00 p.m. Each day,
300 volunteer donors are needed to help supply blood to patients in our area hospitals. Your
single donation can save as many as three people’s lives. Sign up today by calling Jeanne
Collison at 763-546-3770 or the church office at 952-929-6725.

TO ALL YOUTH AND PARENTS
Just a reminder that the Unknown Destination Trip is May 9 & 10. We will be leaving Aldersgate at 6:30 p.m.
on Friday, May 9 and returning late afternoon to early evening on Saturday, May 10.  The cost is $40 per youth
and every youth must have a signed permission slip to come. Permission slips and information about what to
bring, etc. has been sent out.  Contact Marjie Brodersen in the church office if you have any questions.

Sunday, May 18
Pentecost

9:00 a.m. Worship
“For Such a Time as This”

Matthew 28:16-20
Rev. Holly Aastuen

Sunday, May 25
9:00 a.m. Devotions
9:15 a.m. Hymn Sing
9:30 a.m. Worship

Becky Hart, Guest Preacher

Sunday, May 4
9:00 a.m. Worship
“To Be Restored”

Acts 1:1-11
Rev. Holly Aastuen

Sunday, May 11
9:00 a.m. Worship

“Filled with New Hope”
Acts 2:1-21

Rev. Holly Aastuen
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STUDENT RECOGNITION – NEW STUDENT PHOTOS NEEDED
June 1 is Student Recognition Sunday - the day we honor all those graduating from high school, vocational
school, and college. In addition to honoring these students in the bulletin and Advance we would like to honor
all our Aldersgate students. Please let me know if you/your child has received an honor from their school, sports
team, extracurricular activity, Boy Scout/Girl Scout merit badges/awards, etc. that we can acknowledge that
day. This could be an award for attendance, academics, fine arts, presidential fitness, a winning season with a
team, something special you learned or enjoyed and more. Every child has something of which they can be
proud so let's recognize the great kids we have here at Aldersgate! Please return to the office by Tuesday, May
20.

Name of Student_________________________________________________________

Name of School and Grade_________________________________________________

Honors or Awards received, other classes taken, badges earned, summer plans, etc

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

(continue on another sheet) Most of our youth photos are out of date – please submit a new one!!!!!

LOOKING FOR GRADUATES
Is there anyone who has a high school, technical school or college graduate in 2008? Our church
would like to acknowledge and celebrate their accomplishment Sunday, June 1. Call the office by
Tuesday, May 20 with names, school, future plans, and more.

SPRING WORK DAY
The Trustees are hosting a spring workday on Saturday, May 17 and your help is needed.
Maintaining a building the age and size of Aldersgate takes constant attention and the
members of the Trustees Committee cannot do it alone. Please come and lend a hand with
clean-up and maintenance projects. We will begin at 9:00am - with coffee, juice and
doughnuts then we’ll get to work. If a different time is better for you that day, we have several smaller jobs you
can do more independently. Please contact Marjie Brodersen in the church office if you would like to pre-
arrange a time or job.

OPEN GATE SOCIAL CLUB
We welcome adults of ALL AGES from Aldersgate and the community.
We meet on the 3rd Friday of each month at 12 noon in Fellowship Hall.

FULL lunch followed by great entertainment. All for ONLY $5.00…reservations required.
Friday, May 16 at Noon – Mark your calendar!

We have great entertainment and need you and your friends for a bigger audience to enjoy it!
May Program: Edina Singin’ Seniors

Watch for future meeting notices in the bulletin and Advance.
For your reservation: Not a member? To make reservations
If already a member, you will be called. call the church office at 952-929-6725

THE WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB will have their last meeting of the season on
Thursday, May 8 at 7:00 p.m. in the parlor to discuss the book A Thousand Splendid Suns by
Khaled Hosseini. The story covers three decades of anti-Soviet jihad, civil war and Taliban
tyranny through the lives of two women, Mariam and Laila. Separated by 20 years in age they
are united against the violent misogyny of their husband Rasheed.  Even if you haven’t read or

finished reading the monthly selection, come join us for treats, fun, and fellowship.
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GARRISON KEILLOR ON METHODISTS: You know you are a Methodist when it’s 100 degrees,
with 90% humidity, and you still have coffee after the service.

SEND YOUR CHILD TO CHURCH DAY CAMP THIS SUMMER!
Instead of traditional Vacation Bible School, the Aldersgate Education Committee, along with volunteers from
all the west-metro Methodist Churches and the Conference Camping Office, is sponsoring Adventure Day
Camp at Kingswood this summer. Have your child spend the day in God’s great outdoors learning how to
partner with God and how to handle God’s world with care. They will have fun swimming, creating crafts,
leaning songs, playing games and making new friends. Adventure Day Camp is for children from kindergarten
through grade 4, and the cost is $25 for one child or a maximum of $30 per family (scholarships available).
Please feel free to invite a friend or 2. It will be held from Monday, July 7 through Friday, July 11 from
9:30am – 3:00pm. Mark these dates on your calendar. Transportation from Aldersgate to camp and back to
Aldersgate will be provided each day. For more information about registering for Adventure Day Camp contact
Marjie Brodersen in the church office.

Whether you are a regular or a first timer to CARING FRIENDS , just remember next time will be
Thursday, May 15, in the Parlor at 10:00 a.m. We'll save you a cookie, coffee, and a place in our circle
where we will share some of our burdens, making us feel much lighter on the way home. You may
just listen or tell of your own problems of illness, loss, aging, loneliness or caregiving.

The church HEALTH EQUIPMENT  library would like your business. If there is anything you might need
to borrow, or if you would like to check out what we have, just call Ardy Brower, 952-924-0320.

PENTECOST MAY 11: We encourage all to wear red on Pentecost Sunday, May 11.

GIRL’S BOOK CLUB
The next meeting of the Girl’s Book Club will be on Tuesday, May 13 at 7:00 p.m. in the parlor
when we will discuss Just Another Day in My Insanely Real Life by Barbara Dee. With her
father “out of the picture” and her mother working long hours, 12 year old Cassie unconsciously
describes her anger and confusion in a fantasy novel she is writing for school.
The Aldersgate library will have one copy of each book or you can check your community
library. The list of books through the summer is:
·  June 10: Holding Up the Earth by Dianne E. Gray
·  July 8: Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen
·  August 12: Hoot by Carl Hiaasen
Whether you’ve read the book or not, come join us for lively discussion, friendship and food!

SING WITH THE CHOIR  There will be 2 opportunities to join the “pick-up” choir this summer: June 29
and August 10. Rehearsal will be at 8:30 a.m. that morning; worship service at 9:30.

ORGANIST WANTED �Our organist, Sharon Ruhnke, has let us know that she is ready to retire. She is
flexible regarding her final Sunday, but we need to have a new organist in place by the beginning of summer.
We are looking for a part-time organist for 1 traditional service, 1 rehearsal per week. Instruments are a 2
manual American Organ Builders electronic organ with an AGO pedalboard and Kawai 5’ Grand Pian��
(Organist, cont.) Wedding and funeral fees in addition. One Sunday a month is a contemporary service with
keyboard opportunities for the right person. Resumes may be mailed to the church, faxed to 952-929-8620 or
emailed to office@aldersgatemn.com. If you know of someone looking for an organist position, please pass this
information along.
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FROM OUR PARISH NURSE
MayoClinic.com is one of my favorite web sites. If you register, you receive a monthly email of health tips and
reliable health information. Recently the site had an article entitled Men’s Top Ten Health Threats: Mostly
Preventable. The article presents a surprisingly short list. Quoting directly from the article: “Here’s a snapshot
of the 10 leading killers of American men in 2003, the most recent year for which these statistics are available
from the CDC:

1. Heart disease – 28%. 2. Cancer – 24%. 3. Unintentional injuries – 5.9% (falls, car accidents,
drowning, workplace accidents). 4. Stroke – 5.1%. 5. COPD 5.1% (chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease). 6. Diabetes 2.9%. 7. Influenza/pneumonia – 2.4%. 8. Suicide – 2.1%. 9. Kidney disease –
1.7%. 10. Alzheimer’s disease 1.5%.

These CDC statistics show that men are at higher risk of death than are women in most of these categories.”
Look up this article and find ways in each of these 10 areas to reduce your risks. It ends by saying “Be
concerned about health risks, but don’t panic. Do all you can to lead a healthy lifestyle – eat healthy foods, stay
physically active, don’t smoke, get regular checkups and guard against accidents. By making these preventive
measures a way of life, you’ll increase your chances of staying vital and active into your 80’s and 90’s – well
beyond the statistical average of 74.8.” Traditionally men are less likely to invest in their wellness but this is
changing. Be a part of that change. Start with a small walk each day and a healthier diet. Good luck and let me
know about your progress.  ~ June

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORIES have been printed. They are in a basket under the bulletin board in
the reception area.

MISSION OPPORTUNITY  The Missions Committee has selected a
Spring Project and we need your help. Sojourners Shelter in Hopkins,
which provides transitional housing and counseling for women and
children in abusive relationships, needs our help. Their rooms are in need
of a good spring cleaning and the shelter also needs donations of cleaning
supplies. We have set aside Friday evening, May 16, at 6:00 p.m. as a cleaning day. We need 4 to a maximum
of 15 people to help clean. Please call the church office and let us know if you can help. Donations of cleaning
supplies can be left under the bulletin board outside the church office. The staff at Sojourners is very excited
that we will be coming to help. Please volunteer if you can. Thank you!

Supplies needed: window cleaner soft scrub (any brand) mops
lysol disinfectant spray disinfectant wipes magic erasers
liquid floor cleaners (Spic-n-Span, Mr. Clean, etc.) cleaning rags
scouring pads (non-metal) paper towels bleach
dishwashing liquid kitchen towels/dish cloths wood cleaner
brooms

THE UPPER ROOM Don’t forget to stop by the church office to pick up your free copy of The Upper
Room. These daily devotional guides are printed bimonthly. The May/June 2008 edition is now available and
there is no cost to you. Pick up a copy soon!

ATTENTION: ALMSTEDS SUPERVALU CUSTOMERS
Aldersgate United Methodist Church now has a bin for receipts at the Almsteds Supervalu store on Cedar Lake
Road and Louisiana Ave. If you are shopping at this store, on your way out drop your receipt into the bin for
Aldersgate and the Doers Circle will earn a percentage of the total receipts. Thank you for your help.

THANK YOU  On behalf of the music department I would like to thank the
Memorials Committee for the purchase of an electric keyboard. A recommendation was
made, with research done by Sharon Ruhnke, to purchase a Clavinova (CL-280). This
model is easy to use but also has many creative options that can be used with the choir,
bells, Faith Alive, and soloists, as well as theater productions. It is a wonderful asset to

our music-making here at Aldersgate. ~SerenaSteffenhagen, Director of Music
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YOUTH MISSION TRIP 2008 Coins for Mission during the month of May will
go toward the youth mission trip. Twelve youth and 2 adults will be traveling to
Tennessee this June. Through the Mountain TOP Program they will be serving families
in need in the impoverished Cumberland mountain region. The group leaves on June 13
and returns on June 22.
HELP!  We are required to bring our own tools for the YOUTH MISSION TRIP in
June. If anyone would be willing to lend or donate his or her tools from June 13 - 22 it would be greatly
appreciated. We need the following:

6 Electric Adapters 3 Socket Wrench Sets
3 Carpenter’s Levels 3 Utility Knives
3 - 50’ or 100’ Extension Cord 18 Pair of Work Gloves
12 Large Paint Brushes 3 Chalk Lines and Chalk
9 Small Paint Brushes 3 Circular Saws (with 1 extra cut blade)
3 Power Drills (with bits ¼” –
7/8”)

3 Pair of Pliers

3 25’ Ropes 6 Measuring Tapes (25’ or longer)
3 Hand Saws 3 Cans Wasp/Bee Spray
3 Hack Saws 3 Wrecking Bars
15 Paint Scrapers 3 Brooms
9 Putty Knives 1 Axe
3 Weed Eaters 2 Post Hole diggers
9 Paint Rollers 1 Pick
9 Trays 1 Grass clippers
9 Extra Paint Roller Pads 2 Hoes
2 Garden Shears 1 Hatchet
3 Pruning Saws 2 Hedge Clippers
3 Squares 1 Gravel Rake
3 tin Snips 1 Leaf Rake
2 Mops 1 flat Shovel
3 Drop clothes 1 Spade Shovel
3 Masonry Trowels 2 Step Ladders
Please contact the Church office if you are able to lend us anything on this list.   THANK YOU! THANK
YOU! THANK YOU!

SOFTBALL SEASON HAS BEGUN
The Aldersgate Softball Team played their first 2 games of the season Monday
evening April 28, unfortunately scores were not available at press time. You are
invited to come and cheer on the team. The remaining Monday night schedule is:

5/5 6:15 p.m. Aquila Field #2 6/23 7:15 p.m. Aquila #2
5/12 6:00 p.m. Dakota East 6/30 6:15 p.m. Dakota East
5/19 8:15 p.m. Aquila #2 7/3 No Game 4th of July Week
5/26 No Game Memorial Day 7/14 6:15 p.m. Aquila #5
All games are played at either the Dakota fields – 26th & Dakota Ave S or the Aquila fields at 31st and Xylon
Ave S.

CAMP KINGSWOOD 2 ND ANNUAL SILENT AUCTION
You are invited to help Camp Kingswood celebrate another year of ministry at their annual open house and
silent auction. The celebration will include outstanding food, fantastic items to bid on, camp tours and some
great entertainment. Meal RSVP and free will donation appreciated.

Sunday, May 18, 2008 2:30 – 7:00 p.m. Open House
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3:00 – 6:30 p.m. Auction Biding
Entertainment and food throughout the event

6:30 p.m. - Auction winners announced

MAKING CONNECTIONS – WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP
As Holly mentioned earlier, six local United Methodist Churches are collaborating on Wednesday evening
worship in June and July. The theme this year is: One Consistent Message of Hope. All services will be held at
7:00 p.m. After the service there will be refreshments and time for youth to hang out. Nursery and childcare
provided.
June services:
June 11 – Discovery UMC, 275 Lake Dr. East, Chanhassen Rev. Holly Aastuen preaching
June 18 – Hopkins UMC, 717 Hwy 7, Hopkins Rev. Michael Miller preaching
June 25 – Excelsior UMC, 840 Hwy 7, Excelsior Rev. Victoria Ashley preaching

COMMITTEE MEETINGS COMING UP
HOSPITALITY TEAM will meet on Sunday, May 11 at 11:15 a.m. in the library.
STAFF-PARISH RELATIONS will meet on Tuesday, May 13 at 7:00 p.m. in the library.
MEMBER CARE will meet on Monday, 19 at 7:00 p.m. in the parlor.
TRUSTEES will meet on Tuesday, May 20 at 7:00 p.m. in the library.
FINANCE will meet on Tuesday, May 27 at 6:30 p.m. in the library.

AT ALDERSGATE MAY 2008
*FH – Fellowship Hall
*EBS – Evidenced Based Specialists
Thursday, May 1
  4:00 p.m. Dollies – Bell Room
  6:00 p.m. Daisy Troop – Science Room
  7:00 p.m. Mission Trip meeting - Parlor
Friday, May 2
Saturday, May 3
Sunday, May 4 ~ Golden Cross Sunday

Teacher Appreciation
  9:00 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary

followed by coffee in Fellowship Hall hosted
by the Education Committee

 10:00 a.m. Chapel Chimers – Bell Room
 10:15 a.m. Adult Christian Ed. – Parlor
 10:15 a.m. Sunday School – Chapel
 11:15 a.m. Youth Group – Reception Area
Monday, May 5
  6:15 p.m. Men’s softball game – Aquila #2
  6:30 p.m. EBS - Library
Tuesday, May 6
  6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts – FH
  6:00 p.m. Crafters group - Parlor

Wednesday, May 7
 10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting – Library

No confirmation
  7:30 p.m. Choir rehearsal - Sanctuary
  7:30 p.m. Holy Tollers – Bell Room
Thursday, May 8
  4:00 p.m. Dollies – Bell Room
  7:00 p.m. Women’s Book Club - Parlor

Friday, May 9
 11:0 a.m. Dinner At Your Door
  6:30 p.m. Unknown Destination
Saturday, May 10
 Unknown Destination returns
Sunday, May 11 ~ Pentecost
  9:00 a.m. Worship Service - Sanctuary

followed by coffee in Fellowship Hall
hosted by the Mary Hobart/Gleaner’s Circle

 10:00 a.m. Chapel Chimers – Bell Room
 10:15 a.m. Blood Pressure Checks - Library
 10:15 a.m. Adult Christian Ed – Parlor
 10:15 a.m. Sunday School – Chapel
 11:15 a.m. Hospitality Team – Library
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Monday, May 12
  6:00 p.m. Men’s softball game – Dakota East
  6:30 p.m. EBS – Library
Tuesday, May 13
  9:00 a.m. Food Perspectives – Fellowship Hall
  6:00 p.m. 2nd Tuesday @ STEP
  7:00 p.m. SPRC – Library
  7:00 p.m. Girl’s Book Club - Parlor
Wednesday, May 14
 10:30 a.m. Staff meeting – Library
  Noon Doer’s Circle - Parlor
  6:15 p.m. Confirmands meet – Parlor
  7:00 p.m. Holy Tollers – Bell Room
  7:30 p.m. Choir - Sanctuary
Thursday, May 15
 10:00 a.m. Caring Friends – Parlor
  4:00 p.m. Dollies – Bell Room
  6:00 p.m. Daisy Troop – Science Room
  7:00 p.m. Sharer’s Circle – Parlor
Friday, May 16
  Noon Open Gate – Fellowship Hall
  6:00 p.m. Mission opportunity at Sojourners
Saturday, May 17
  8:30 a.m. PAUMCS Exec. Bd. – Parlor
  9:00 a.m. Spring Work Day
Sunday, May 18 ~ Confirmation Sunday
  9:00 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary

followed by coffee in Fellowship Hall hosted
by the Finance Committee

 10:00 a.m. Chapel Chimers – Bell Room
 10:15 a.m. Children’s and Adult End of the
Education Year Party! – Fellowship Hall
Monday, May 19
  6:30 p.m. EBS- Library
  7:00 p.m. Member Care – Parlor
  8:15 p.m. Men’s softball game – Aquila #2
Tuesday, May 20

 10:00 a.m. Advance deadline
  7:00 p.m. Trustees Committee - Library
Wednesday, May 21
 10:30 a.m. Staff meeting – Library
Thursday, May 22
Friday, May 23
  9:00 a.m. Food Perspectives – Fellowship Hall
Saturday, May 24
Sunday, May 25
  9:00 a.m. Devotions – Parlor
  9:15 a.m. Hymn Sing Sanctuary
  9:30 a.m. Worship – Sanctuary

followed by coffee in Fellowship Hall
hosted by the Trustees Committee

Monday, May 26 Memorial Day
Church Offices closed

Tuesday, May 27
  ADVANCE MAIL DAY
 10:00 a.m. Mary Hobart Gleaners - Parlor
  6:30 p.m. Finance Committee - Library
Wednesday, May 28
 10:30 Staff Meeting - Library
  3:30 – 7:00 p.m. Blood Drive - Parlor
  6:30 p.m. Holy Tollers – Bell Room
Thursday, May 30
Friday, May 30
Saturday, May 31
  Noon – 12 Baskets – Fellowship Hall
Sunday, June 1 ~ Student Recognition Sunday
  9:00 a.m. Devotions – Parlor
  9:15 a.m. Hymn Sing Sanctuary
  9:30 Worship – Sanctuary

followed by coffee in Fellowship Hall
hosted by the Missions Committee

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS MAY 25
Our summer schedule begins Sunday, May 25. A time of lectionary devotions will
begin in the library at 9:00 a.m. followed by the Hymn Sing at 9:15 a.m. and the
worship service at 9:30 a.m. both in the sanctuary.
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WEST METRO GRIEF SUPPORT
An invitation to persons who are experiencing grief and loss. Come to experience healing
and hope through prayer, listening, sharing and fellowship.

Tuesday 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.. at Gethsemane Lutheran Church
715 Minnetonka Mills Road, Minnetonka, MN 55343   Phone: 952-935-1636

Date Speaker Topic
May 6 Don Rada Regaining Hope in Your Life
May 13 Heather Rykhus Personal Story
May 20 Pastor Louise Mollick God’s Presence in Grief
May 27 Anna Lee, MT-BC Music In Grief Expression
For more information, please call the coalition coordinator, Darcie Rodman 763-546-4404.

MORE FROM GARRISON KEILLOR ON MEHODISTS
It’s natural for methodists to sing in harmony. We are too modest to be soloists, too worldly to sing in
unison. When you’re singing in the key of C and you slide into the A7th and D7th chords, all two hundred
of you, it’s an emotionally fulfilling moment. By our joining in harmony, we somehow promise that we
will not forsake each other.


